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Judean Desert Jeep Tour

Q Judean Desert and Dead Sea, Israel

Join the Judean Desert Jeep Tour for a full-day off-road safari through the biblical wilderness,
descending from Jerusalem to the lowest point on Earth at the Dead Sea. This Judean Desert Jeep Tour
starts as a comfortable air-conditioned drive past the Inn of the Good Samaritan and the Sea Level
sign, then transfers you to a 4x4 jeep for an adrenaline-fueled ride through ravines, rocky hills, and dry
wadis. Visit the famous Qumran caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 1947, race along
desert tracks to the Cliffs of Dragot, and explore the historic Murbaat Caves with their 2,000-year-old
archaeological treasures.

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour is the only way to experience the Judean Desert from off-road tracks
instead of paved highways. Your licensed guide narrates the geology, biblical history, and ecology of
this stark landscape where David hid from King Saul, the Essenes copied scrolls, and Bar Kochba's
rebels took refuge during the Second Jewish Revolt in 132 to 135 AD. The 4x4 vehicles handle steep
inclines, sharp drops into wadis, and rocky terrain that no tour bus can reach. Stop at Metzoke Dragot
for panoramic views over the Dead Sea, with Jordan visible across the water.

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour concludes with a refreshing swim in the Dead Sea, the saltiest body of
water on Earth where you cannot sink. Float effortlessly, cover yourself in mineral-rich black mud, and
let the dry desert air work its therapeutic magic. Pair the Judean Desert Jeep Tour with our Dead Sea
Relaxation Experience for a softer day, our Jericho and Dead Sea Tour for biblical sites, or our
Jerusalem Half Day Tour for Old City context the day before. Tours operate Mondays and Saturdays
only with hotel pickup from Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Herzliya.

Tour Facts


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea_Scrolls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judean_Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea
https://booking-tours.com/tours/dead-sea-relaxation-experience/
https://booking-tours.com/tours/dead-sea-relaxation-experience/
https://booking-tours.com/tours/jericho-dead-sea-jordan-river-tour/
https://booking-tours.com/tours/jerusalem-half-day-tour/
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Group Size: Language:

16 English

Duration: Tour Type:

1 continuous

Tour Itinerary

07:00 AM : Hotel Pickup

Your Judean Desert Jeep Tour begins with hotel pickup. Pickup times: 07:00 from Herzliya hotels, 07:15
from Tel Aviv hotels, and 08:30 from Jerusalem hotels. Please be ready in your hotel lobby 10 minutes
before scheduled pickup time.

Travel from Tel Aviv or Herzliya to Jerusalem takes about 75 minutes via Highway 1. From Jerusalem we
drop directly into the desert via Highway 1 toward the Dead Sea. Your licensed guide will brief you on
the day's adventure and the unique geography of the descent from 800 meters above sea level in
Jerusalem to 430 meters below at the Dead Sea, the steepest road descent on Earth.

Duration
1.5 Hour

09:00 AM : Inn of the Good Samaritan and Sea Level Sign

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour pauses briefly at the Inn of the Good Samaritan, the traditional site of
Jesus's parable along the ancient Jerusalem-to-Jericho road. The location features a small museum with
mosaics recovered from Byzantine churches across the region.

A few kilometers further we stop at the famous Sea Level Sign, marking the descent into the only part of
the world where you can travel below sea level for hundreds of kilometers. From this dramatic vantage
point you can see the Dead Sea shimmering in the distance and the mountains of Moab in Jordan
beyond. Photo opportunity included.

Duration
0.5 Hour

10:00 AM : Qumran Caves

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour reaches Qumran, the archaeological site at the north-west shore of the
Dead Sea where in 1947 a Bedouin shepherd boy threw a stone into a cave and discovered ancient
parchments. Those parchments turned out to be the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest known biblical
manuscripts in the world, dating from around 250 BC to 70 AD.

You will see the eleven caves where the scrolls were found and the ruins of the Essene community that


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inn_of_the_Good_Samaritan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qumran
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lived here for over 200 years. The Essenes were a Jewish religious sect who copied biblical texts,
practiced ritual purity, and may have influenced early Christianity. The complete scrolls are now
displayed at the Shrine of the Book in the Israel Museum, Jerusalem.

Duration
0.75 Hour

10:45 AM : Transfer to 4X4 Jeep

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour now leaves the highway behind. We transfer from the air-conditioned
vehicle to rugged 4x4 jeeps suitable for the desert terrain ahead. Each jeep carries up to 6 passengers,
so your group splits across multiple vehicles for the off-road portion.

This is where the real adventure begins. Your driver-guide will explain the desert ecology, point out
unique flora that survive on less than 100mm of annual rainfall, and watch for ibex, hyrax, and the
occasional desert fox. Hold on tight: the next two hours involve steep climbs, sharp descents into wadis,
and rocky tracks that no tour bus can reach.

Duration
0.25 Hour

11:15 AM : Metzoke Dragot Cliffs

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour climbs to Metzoke Dragot, a dramatic clifftop position with panoramic
views over the Dead Sea and the mountains of Moab in Jordan. The cliffs drop almost 400 meters
straight to the Dragot River below, one of the most spectacular geological features in the entire region.

Time for photos, water, and orientation. Your guide explains the geology of the Dead Sea Rift Valley,
part of the larger Great Rift Valley that extends from Lebanon to Mozambique. From this elevated
position, the Dead Sea appears almost surreal: a shimmering turquoise ribbon between cinnamon-
colored cliffs. On clear days you can see the salt evaporation pools at the southern end and the towers of
Masada in the far south.

Duration

1 Hour

12:30 PM : Wadi Murbaat Caves

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour descends into Wadi Murabba'at, a remote canyon system where in
1951-1952 archaeologists discovered some of the most important documents from the Bar Kochba
Revolt of 132-135 AD. The caves yielded letters signed by Simon Bar Kokhba himself, the Jewish military
leader who led the Second Jewish Revolt against the Roman Empire.

Among the finds was an ancient set of tefillin (Jewish prayer phylacteries), proving that this religious
tradition existed in essentially its modern form 2,000 years ago. The caves were used as refuge by


https://www.gov.il/en/departments/ministry_of_tourism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metzoke_Dragot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi_Murabba%27at
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Jewish rebels during the revolt and later by Byzantine monks. Your guide leads a short walking
exploration of accessible cave entrances and explains the daring archaeological excavations conducted
in the 1950s by Pere Roland de Vaux.

Duration
1 Hour

02:30 PM : Dead Sea Swim and Return

The Judean Desert Jeep Tour concludes with the perfect cool-down: a swim in the Dead Sea. At 33.7%
salinity (8.5 times saltier than the ocean), the water is so dense you simply cannot sink. Float on your
back, read a newspaper, and watch the desert sun reflect off the mineral-rich water.

Apply the famous black Dead Sea mud, rich in magnesium, calcium, and potassium. The therapeutic
minerals and dry, allergen-free air provide natural relief for psoriasis, eczema, and joint pain. After your
float, rinse off at the beach facilities and we begin the return drive. Expected hotel drop-off: 17:00
Jerusalem, 18:00 Tel Aviv, 18:15 Herzliya. See Israel Ministry of Tourism Dead Sea guide for more on
the region.

Duration
1.5 Hour


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea
https://info.goisrael.com/en/things-to-do/dead-sea

