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Caesarea, Haifa, Acre Rosh Hanikra Tour: Mediterranean Coast in One
Day

Caesarea, Caesarea, Israel

Discover Israel's spectacular Mediterranean coastline in one unforgettable day. This Caesarea Haifa Acre tour takes you
through 2,000 years of history across four iconic sites: explore King Herod's Roman amphitheater and aqueduct at
Caesarea National Park, ride the cable car through Haifa's 19 terraced Bahai Gardens (a UNESCO World Heritage Site),
walk underground Crusader tunnels in Old Acre's fortress city, and descend into Rosh Hanikra's illuminated sea caves at
the Lebanese border.
With hotel pickup from Tel Aviv or Jerusalem, licensed expert guide, air-conditioned transport, and all entrance fees
included, you'll experience ancient Roman engineering, medieval Crusader battles, and natural wonders carved by
millennia of Mediterranean waves. No navigation stress, no ticket lines, just history brought to life against the backdrop
of Israel's stunning coastline.
Available every day with guaranteed departures. This is Israel's most comprehensive coastal day tour for travelers who
want maximum sites and scenery in a single journey.

Tour Facts
Language:
English, Spanish, French, German
Duration:
11

Tour Type:
continuous

Tour Itinerary
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07:00 AM : Hotel Pickup (Tel Aviv)

Pickup from Tel Aviv hotels between 07:00-07:30 AM. Our driver locates you by hotel name; wait in your
lobby at the designated time. Jerusalem guests depart at 06:00 AM due to longer distance.

Comfortable air-conditioned coach departs north along Highway 2, Israel's scenic coastal highway. Your
licensed guide introduces the day's itinerary and provides overview of Israel's Mediterranean history
spanning Canaanites, Phoenicians, Romans, Crusaders, Ottomans, and modern Israel.

Duration
1.15 Hour

08:15 AM : Caesarea National Park

Arrive at Caesarea Maritima, King Herod's architectural masterpiece built between 22-10 BCE and
named after Caesar Augustus. This Roman port city served as Judea's administrative capital for 600
years and hosted Pontius Pilate during Jesus's time.

Walk through the magnificently restored Roman amphitheater, a 4,000-seat venue still hosting concerts
today with acoustics so perfect you can hear a whisper from stage while standing at the top row. Your
guide explains how Roman engineers achieved this 2,000 years before modern sound technology using
geometric precision and limestone's natural properties.

Explore the hippodrome where 30,000 spectators watched chariot races, imagining the thunder of
hooves and roar of crowds. See Herod's palace extending dramatically over the Mediterranean,
supported by vaulted chambers that once stored grain and supplies for the Roman garrison.

The highlight is the Roman aqueduct running 900 meters along the beach, an engineering marvel that
carried fresh water from Mount Carmel springs 17 kilometers away. This is one of Israel's most
photographed ancient structures, perfect for dramatic coastline photos.

Your guide also shows you Byzantine street mosaics, Crusader fortifications rebuilt by King Louis IX in
1251, and explains the underwater archaeology discoveries revealing Herod's innovative use of
hydraulic concrete to build deep-water harbor structures.

Sites at Caesarea:

Roman amphitheater (restored, incredible acoustics)
Hippodrome (chariot racing track, 30,000 capacity)
Herodian palace ruins over the sea
Roman aqueduct beach walk (900 meters)
Crusader city walls and moat
Byzantine mosaics and street remains
Time Tower multimedia presentation

Duration
90 Minutes

10:00 AM : Drive to Haifa

Scenic drive north along Highway 2 toward Haifa, passing Atlit Crusader fortress ruins and modern
beach resorts. Your guide provides context on Haifa's strategic importance as Israel's largest port, its
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unique coexistence of Jewish, Arab, and Bahai communities, and Mount Carmel's biblical significance
(where Elijah challenged prophets of Baal).

Duration
30 Minutes

10:30 AM : Bahai Gardens & Cable Car, Haifa

Board the cable car at Bat Galim Beach for a scenic 5-minute ascent through the gardens. Nineteen
precision-manicured terraces cascade 1 kilometer down Mount Carmel, representing the 18 disciples of
the Bab plus the Bab himself, founder of the Bahai faith.

The terraced gardens are a UNESCO World Heritage Site, considered the "Hanging Gardens" of the
modern world. Each terrace bursts with geometric flower beds, fountains, and sculptures aligned
according to sacred geometry principles. The golden-domed Shrine of the Bab sits at the center, a
masterpiece blending Persian and European architectural elements.

From the upper viewing platform, panoramic views stretch across Haifa Bay to Acre and the Galilee hills
beyond. On clear days, you can see Mount Hermon on the Syrian border. Your guide explains the Bahai
faith founded by Bahá'u'lláh in 19th-century Persia, why Haifa became its global spiritual center, and the
15 years of volunteer labor required to construct these gardens.

Note: This tour includes viewing from the upper terrace, not entry into the Shrine of the Bab interior
(requires separate advance reservation, available Friday-Sunday mornings only).

Duration
1 Hour

12:00 PM : Drive to Rosh Hanikra with Lunch Stop

Continue north along the coast. Brief lunch stop (30-45 minutes, meal not included) en route or upon
arrival near Rosh Hanikra. Your guide recommends local restaurants or you can bring packed lunch.

Duration
45 Minutes

01:00 PM : Rosh Hanikra Grottos

Arrive at Israel's northernmost point where white chalk cliffs meet Lebanon. Board the cable car
descending at a dramatic 60-degree angle – Israel's steepest. The 2-minute ride offers breathtaking
views of the coastline, and on clear days you can see Lebanese towns of Naqoura and Tyre across the
border.

At the bottom, enter a network of sea grottos carved over millennia by relentless Mediterranean wave
action. Walk through illuminated tunnels where waves surge into chambers, creating thunderous echoes
and spray that shimmers in blue-lit passages. The constant roar of the sea, natural rock formations, and
pools reflecting cave ceilings create an otherworldly atmosphere.

The grottos constantly transform as wave patterns and light conditions shift throughout the day,
meaning every visit offers unique visuals. Your guide shares geological insights about how these
limestone formations developed and points out the most photogenic angles.
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Above ground, walk to the border fence (you can see Lebanese villages just meters away) and view the
sealed British railway tunnel built in 1943 to connect Haifa with Beirut. Your guide explains the
geopolitical significance of this area and the 2006 Lebanon War's impact on the border region.

Sites at Rosh Hanikra:

Cable car descent (60-degree angle, stunning views)
Illuminated sea grottos and wave chambers
Natural limestone rock formations
Lebanese border viewpoint and fence
British Mandate railway tunnel (sealed)
Panoramic Mediterranean coastline views

Duration
45 Minutes

02:00 PM : Drive to Acre

Short drive south to Acre (Akko). Your guide provides historical overview of Acre's 4,000-year history:
Canaanite port, Phoenician trade hub, Roman garrison, Crusader capital, Ottoman provincial city, and
British Mandate prison.

Duration
20 Minutes

02:30 PM : Old Acre (Akko) Exploration

Enter the largest and best-preserved Crusader city in Israel, a UNESCO World Heritage Site where
4,000 years of Mediterranean history layers upon itself. Above ground thrives an Ottoman-era Arab city;
beneath lies a complete 12th-century Crusader fortress city.

Crusader Knights' Halls (45 minutes):

Descend into six massive vaulted stone chambers built by the Knights Hospitaller as their headquarters.
Gothic arches soar overhead, supported by columns so thick three people cannot wrap arms around
them. These halls served as dining rooms, meeting chambers, and storage facilities for the Crusader
kingdom that stretched from Acre to Jerusalem.

Your guide shares stories of knights preparing for battle, hosting banquets with European nobility, and
managing supply routes during the Crusades. The halls remained buried under Ottoman buildings for
700 years until excavated in the 1990s, preserved perfectly by centuries of sand and debris.

Templar Tunnel (30 minutes):

Walk the 350-meter underground passage connecting the Templar fortress to Acre's port. Built in 1290
during the final Crusader years, this secret route allowed knights to move supplies and escape during
the Siege of Acre when Mamluk Sultan al-Ashraf Khalil's forces recaptured the city after 43 days of
brutal fighting.

The tunnel is fully illuminated, approximately 6 feet high and 5 feet wide, maintaining cool 18-20°C
temperature year-round. Some low-hanging sections require taller guests to duck slightly. Your guide
explains how archaeologists rediscovered this passage in 1994 by following medieval maps.
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Ottoman Old City & Markets (45 minutes):

Emerge above ground into Acre's vibrant Ottoman-era souks where local life continues among ancient
buildings. The Al-Jazzar Mosque (1781) towers above with its distinctive green minaret. Wander markets
where vendors sell:

Fresh fish brought daily from Acre's harbor
Aromatic spices (za'atar, sumac, cardamom)
Sweet Arabic pastries (baklava, knafeh cheese pastry)
Fresh-squeezed pomegranate juice (15-20 NIS)
Handcrafted olive wood items and ceramics

Walk the massive sea walls and fortifications rebuilt by Ottoman governor Ahmad Pasha al-Jazzar, which
famously withstood Napoleon's 1799 siege – the only city in the Holy Land to successfully resist the
French emperor's conquest. Your guide describes the 61-day siege when Napoleon's cannons failed to
breach these walls, forcing his retreat and changing Middle Eastern history.

Visit the Turkish citadel that later became a British Mandate prison holding Jewish resistance fighters.
See the actual gallows where executions occurred – a sobering reminder of modern independence
struggles.

Free time to explore the fishing harbor, sip Arabic coffee at waterfront cafes, or shop for souvenirs
before group reconvenes.

Sites at Acre:

Crusader Knights' Halls (6 vaulted chambers)
Underground Templar Tunnel (350 meters)
Ottoman Al-Jazzar Mosque (exterior)
Historic souks and spice markets
Sea walls and fortifications
Turkish citadel and British prison
Fishing harbor and waterfront

Duration
2 Hours

04:45 PM : Return Journey Begins

Board coach for return journey south along coastal Highway 2. Your guide answers final questions and
provides recommendations for the rest of your Israel trip. Consider combining this tour with our
Jerusalem and Bethlehem day tour or Dead Sea and Masada tour for a comprehensive Israel experience.

06:30 PM : Tel Aviv Hotel Drop-Off

Arrive back at Tel Aviv hotels between 18:00-18:30 (evening rush hour may extend to 19:00). Jerusalem
guests arrive approximately 19:30-20:00.

https://booking-tours.com/link-to-jerusalem-bethlehem-tour
https://booking-tours.com/link-to-dead-sea-masada-tour

